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March 31, 1998

98-105
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
KEITER RECEIVES 1998 RINGENBERG AWARD

CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University chemistry Professor Richard Keiter
is the recipient of the 1998 Ringenberg Award, the highest faculty honor awarded by
Eastern's College of Sciences.
The award recognizes faculty members who have made outstanding
contributions to the College of Sciences, the university and the world beyond the
university.
Named for Lawrence Ringenberg, the first dean of the college who served from
1961 to 1980, the award recognizes and honors tenured or tenure-track faculty
members or chairs in the College of Sciences for their performance during their years at
Eastern. Recipients are nominated by their colleagues and are selected for the
"impact of their achievements on colleagues, students, their profession and the
college."
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In accepting the award, Keiter said that receiving the Ringenberg Award was
particularly gratifying because the people who gave it knew him best and worked with
him every day. He said that while it is always pleasing to receive an external award, "It
means so much more when the people who know me with all of my flaws value my
contributions."
Keiter credited his wife, Ellen Keiter, who is also a chemist, and their work
together with keeping his thinking precise and logical. "She has made me a better
chemist," he said.
Keiter's colleagues characterize him as a dedicated teacher who brings insight,
patience and humor to his classroom. He takes "great care to educate and work with
each individual student" and because he is approachable and generous with his time,
his students recognize that his high expectations are a mark of his respect for them.
Keiter is held in high regard for his integrity, high standards and commitment to
his profession. He serves as a mentor to both students and younger faculty who know
that they can count on him for a sound, measured and well-reasoned opinion. "We all
have a high regard for his opinion and wisdom," a colleague commented.
His contributions to research in chemistry are manifold. One of his friends notes
that "Richard thinks its important to acquire the habit of writing" and devotes some time
every week to just that. His productivity is astounding. He has published 46 articles in
major chemical journals, and, together with Ellen Keiter, has written a textbook,
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Inorganic Chemistry, which has been translated into German, Italian, French and
Spanish.
Keiter has received many honors and awards, and has secured more than a half
million dollars in external grants for the university. In 1992, he was awarded a
prestigious Dreyfus Foundation Teacher/Scholar Grant, one of only five or six awarded
to faculty at non-Ph.D. granting schools.
All of his professional activities, notwithstanding, Keiter still finds time to be of
service and is an invaluable member of the university community. He currently
represents faculty and the College of Sciences on the Executive Committee of the
Committee on University Planning and Budget.
In the course of his career at Eastern, he has served on the Faculty Senate, the
University Personnel Committee, the Library Advisory Board, the Distinguished
Alumnus Committee and the Faculty Research Council, among others.
Those who have served with him know that they can rely upon him to be a
"strong advocate for his department, college and university" and "a consistently strong
voice for scholarship and professionalism"
David Buchanan, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of
West Chester and a former chair of the chemistry department at Eastern, summed up
the feelings of Keiter's colleagues when he wrote, "I believe that he has made the
college and the university a better place by his talent, hard work and dedication."
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